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Al Suwaidi & Company is a full-service law firm, rooted in regional know-how. Since the firm’s 

inception in 1997, we have supported leading businesses across the UAE and beyond, assisting 

them to navigate complex and commercial challenges. 

Our goal is to bring legal certainty to our clients and in doing so, helping them to innovate, 

grow, and thrive. We have built a reputation for our knowledge and expertise and our formidable 

standing in the Dubai and Abu Dhabi Courts is second to none. 

Our regional expertise is consolidated by wider knowledge of international legal systems and 

the firm boasts a number of qualified arbitrators and lawyers registered to practice in the DIFC 

and ADGM Courts, enabling us to provide for our client’s needs in all forums. Our dispute 

resolution practice boasts an amicable track record which is demonstrative of our successful 

prowess. 

Our legal teams are fluent in Arabic and English, and have an established network with regulatory 

bodies, government agencies and the court circuits. 

Whether we are handling non-contentious matters for our clients, or disputes, our approach is 

to consider ourselves an extension of our client’s business and to help them find practical ways 

to achieve their business objectives. 

Al Suwaidi & Company is a law firm born of the United Arab Emirates and our footprint extends 

across three emirates, with offices located in Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Ajman. We only open an 

office when we are certain we can provide uncompromised legal support to our clients. Where 

our clients need support beyond the UAE, our membership of Multilaw ensures our clients 

receive excellent care and skill from our vetted network of law firm partners.

Number of partners: 2

Number of lawyers: 28

Number of staff: 61

V I S I T  W E B S I T E

RECENT WORK HIGHLIGHTS

We are providing regional representation 

before the Abu Dhabi courts for a client 

of fellow Multilaw member firm Holland & 

Knight, in Chicago, who got in touch with 

us to assist with defending against a USD 

$2.75 million personal injury claim. The 

case is pending before the courts. 

We represented a syndicate of international 

investment and commercial banks, 

before the UAE courts against defaulting 

borrowers/shipowners, which were 

provided ship finance amounting to USD 

$110 million for the purchase of ship 

tankers and mortgages assigned over 

the ships. Our maritime dispute practice 

arrested one of the ships and enforced a 

foreign arbitral award issued under the 

rules of the London Court of International 

Arbitration (LCIA) in London.

We achieved a winning outcoming for our 

client, a well-established regional bank in a 

USD $150 million claim against a company 

which defaulted on three leases and one 

modaraba. On default, the bank agreed 

to consolidate the facilities in one lease 

structure, and the company mortgaged 

seven properties and pledged shares of two 

insurance companies as security against 

the borrowed amount. On defaulting again, 

we filed a case before the court of the first 

instance against the company. Our firm 

managed the entire dispute representing

 the bank. 

Multilaw, 125 Wood Street, EC2V 7AW, London

+44 (0) 20 7726 2211  |  info@multilaw.com
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Mohammed, welcome! How are you and your 

colleagues doing at the moment? Are your teams 

back in the office or still in lockdown and/or working 

from home? 

We are all doing well thank you. We are back in the office. 

The UAE faced a strict lockdown back in April last year 

which served its purpose, as we were able to contain 

infection numbers fairly early on.

We returned to the office in early summer 2020, at first 

on a rotational basis, and gradually, everyone was back. 

There are strict protocols that we comply with, to help 

reduce the infection rate. All employees must wear 

a mask at all times in the office, we regularly undergo 

full office sanitisation, and we reduced the number of 

persons allowed in any given office meeting room to 

maintain social distancing. It has been an adjustment, 

but our colleagues have done very well at adjusting 

and we are all behaving responsibly. Any minor colds or 

Covid symptoms are reported, followed by quarantine, 

and Covid tests frequently carried out. 

How has the legal sector in the UAE been impacted 

by Covid? What has the team been working on most 

recently?

There are a lot of liquidity problems in the market. 

Businesses are needing to manage their debt and cash 

flow, and staying afloat has been a key concern. The 

knock-on effect of managing company cash flow may 

be job losses, as businesses try to rebalance their 

books. That has a further impact on consumer credit and 

individual debt management. 

We have seen many dispute cases related to breach 

of contract in the finance and commercial sectors, and 

collection and debt-related matters. There has also 

been an uptick in employment disputes. Real estate 

disputes have also increased both for commercial and 

residential real estate. Construction-related disputes 

were particularly voluminous after lockdown last year, 

with many construction projects grinding to a sudden 

halt. 

Our litigation practice, across all service lines has been 

kept busy. 

How have your practices had to adapt during this 

time? Have you seen the needs of clients change? 

What are the opportunities and challenges currently? 

A significant number of clients have requested more 

creative fee-payment schemes. This has included 

allowing for instalment plans, fixed fees, and applying 

fee reductions. There has been an increase in interest 

for conditional fee arrangements, or success fees. I think 

the root of these requests has been the issue of liquidity 

in the market. 

We have been flexible with our clients, as we take a long-

term view. We would rather keep our clients happy than 

add to their pressures, so we have extended payment 

plans during this period. 

Furthermore, some clients have requested online 

accounting, and to enable payments by credit. In 

response to this, we have begun to implement a huge 

technological infrastructure project which we are working 

on with SAP. This will enable us to meet client requests 

and collect payments online, in addition to automating 

operational processes. This is definitely a positive thing. 

Do you think the industry will see permanent changes 

as a result of the pandemic?

I believe, of the changes we have already witnessed, 

some will stay and others are only with us for the short 

term. 

By comparison to other industries, the legal industry has 

been slow with the uptake of technology or technological 

advances. I believe the pandemic accelerated technology 

for the legal sector – which is a good thing! 

More and more clients were requesting the enablement 

of executing POA’s online, rather than going to the 

notary. As such, it is now possible to execute a POA 

online. The pandemic accelerated the use of technology 

here. 

Permanent changes are more likely related to how 

contracts are drafted. I think both individuals and 

businesses will now be more careful with any contractual 

arrangement they enter into. I believe force majeure 

clauses will be drafted more carefully, with emphasis on 

more protection in contracts from the liability holder (or 

the person that will pay). 

Currently meetings take place online. I do not think 

the online meeting will replace the in person meeting 

in the long run, however, I do believe online meetings 

will continue to reduce the need for travel and in person 

meetings for the meantime. In person meetings remain 

important, especially for relationship-building, and 

the power of personal interaction far outweighs any 

convenience gained from virtual meetings. I think so 

anyway. 

Do you have goals for the year ahead? 

We are investing heavily in technology to improve and 

perfect our matter-handling and business operations. By 

further expanding our online capabilities, we can finesse 

working anywhere, which I think is important in today’s 

market. 

How does Multilaw fit into your firm’s international 

strategy?

The world is increasingly becoming borderless. Much 

like our clients may have a need for legal representation 

beyond the UAE, clients of other law firms in other 

jurisdictions may have a need for legal representation 

in the UAE. Multilaw helps law firms that do not have 

international offices – such as Al Suwaidi & Company 

– to direct clients to other trusted law firms, so clients 

know they are getting that same level of client and legal 

service anywhere in the world. As we continue to grow 

organically and expand our client base, this is more and 

more relevant to our business. 

What has been your most memorable Multilaw 

experience or highlight?

The most memorable experience with Multilaw was 

hosting last year’s EMEA meeting in Dubai. Despite the 

pandemic making things difficult, and also prohibiting 

some fellow member firms from attending, the show 

did go on and we managed to meet with our colleagues 

from around the world and pull off an event that was 

well-received. We are looking forward to meeting with 

everyone again – hopefully once the Covid threat has 

been eliminated or drastically minimised. 

Have you always wanted to be a lawyer? 

I have. From a young age I always felt compelled 

to defend the rights of people. I am a firm believer in 

justice and doing what is right. Our firm is really involved 

in pro-bono and I always encourage our lawyers to get 

involved, to make a difference, when 

they can. 

Do you know what you might be doing if you weren't 

a lawyer?

I really like fixing things! I have always found engineering 

fascinating – especially from an improvement’s 

perspective. If there is a way to build something better, 

now that’s appealing. 

I am a boating enthusiast and I have a company that 

designs and builds boats – specifically for fishing. I 

guess that is my outlet for design and improvement, to 

improve on the fishing boats currently in the market!  

What else do you like to do to relax, or in your spare 

time? Is there anywhere you are particularly looking 

forward to travelling again?

I spend time with my family, my children, I really enjoy 

being in nature, so you will find me diving or fishing in 

my spare time. 

Travelling is definitely something I miss. I would like to 

visit Central and South America. Peru, Columbia… soon, 

I hope!

Is there anything else you would like to add? Or say 

to your fellow members?

Just a huge thank you to Multilaw and to all the member 

firms. It wouldn’t be the same without any of you. Thank 

you!

Offices: Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Ajman
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LLM, Boston University

Languages Spoken

English, Arabic

Practice Areas

Oil & Gas

Civil & Commerical Litigation

Banking

Construction

Professional Memberships

Licensed arbitrator in the International Islamic Centre

for Reconciliation and Arbitration 

Arbitration

Dispute resolution is a sensitive matter for businesses 

and in many cases, a more confidential forum is 

preferable for parties involved. Al Suwaidi & Company 

offers bespoke advocacy services by lawyers who are 

qualified arbitrators under the rules of all leading arbitral

institutions, including Dubai International Arbitration 

Centre (DIAC), DIFC-LCIA and the International Chamber 

of Commerce (ICC). The firm’s arbitration practice 

encompasses general commercial, construction, energy, 

oil and gas disputes, as well as the enforcement

of foreign arbitral awards.

Construction

Our construction practice is active in representing our 

clients’ interest for both contentious and non-contentious 

matters. We work tenaciously to bring positive outcomes 

for our clients and their businesses. Our lawyers handle 

a variety of matters related to land development projects 

including planning, environmental and construction 

issues, civil engineering, environmental, regeneration 

and infrastructure litigation. Our contentious practice 

represents our clients’ interests in both mainland and 

offshore courts, as well as through alternative dispute 

resolution such as Arbitration. Together with our regional 

know- how, our in-depth industry knowledge enables us 

to deliver a best in class legal service to our clients who

benefit from our expertise in achieving systematic 

superior results.

Corporate/Commercial

We support clients on both advisory and transactional 

matters, as well as helping them achieve dispute 

resolution through both the courts and alternative 

dispute resolution forums. Our non-contentious practice 

supports a full range of commercial entities, from start-

ups, to SMEs and global corporations. Over 80% of 

our commercial clients are multinationals operating in 

the GCC and we operate across a spectrum of industry 

sectors. These include, although not limited to, aviation, 

technology, education, healthcare, and oil and gas. Our

dedicated team of lawyers give expert advice and 

guidance on company set up, structuring and 

restructuring, the drafting of commercial agreements, 

shareholder agreements, MOUs, and articles of 

association. We advise on agency, distribution, franchise 

and licensing agreements and are active in mergers and 

acquisitions and joint ventures both regionally

and cross border transactions.

Employment

Al Suwaidi & Company has a team of highly regarded 

lawyers representing employers and individuals in a 

variety of employment related cases. The firm has 

exceptional experience providing advice on all aspects 

of employment law issues/matters including contracts,

employee incentives, workplace disputes, wrongful 

and unfair termination, protection of client information, 

discrimination, employee data protection and regulatory 

issues.

Rental Litigation

Rental disputes remain one of the most common 

contentious legal issues faced by disputed parties in 

the UAE. In effort to streamline the resolution of rental 

disputes, the UAE has been active in settling rental 

disputes before Rental Dispute Settlement Center. Our

dedicated Rental Litigation practice handles all tenancy 

dispute in the UAE, both onshore and in the free zone.

Oil & Gas

The UAE’s oil and gas industry is one of the largest 

in the region. Al Suwaidi & Company was established 

further to our founder and Chairman, Mohammed Al 

Suwaidi, serving as the head of legal at Emirates General 

Petroleum Corporation. Since our inception, Al Suwaidi 

& Company has worked with a wide variety of national 

and international firms on matters including, international 

energy transactions, joint ventures between regional 

and international organisations, environmental issues, 

exploration and development agreements, transportation 

and storage agreements, downstream distribution, project 

finance and general corporate matters. The firm advises 

both government and multi-national firms on regulatory 

and policy issues related to this sector.

Maritime & International Trade

The United Arab Emirates seaports account for over 60 

percent of cargo destined for the entire GCC. In a recent 

survey (conducted by Menon Business Economics Group 

and DNV-GL), Dubai was ranked as the ninth shipping 

centre for 2019. Experts predict that Dubai will continue to 

grow as a maritime hub and is likely to be ranked as one

of the top five maritime centres by 2024. Al Suwaidi & 

Company’s maritime lawyers have supported and advised 

ship owners, charterers, shipyards, P&I clubs, port and 

terminal operators, underwriters and traders on all aspects 

of both contentious and non-contentious shipping-related 

work, including dry maritime and admiralty.

Corporate Fraud/Financial & White 
Collar Crime

We have strong track record in representing clients in 

relation to White-Collar Crime. We regularly advise 

organisations and individuals on matters related to 

criminal investigation, corporate fraud, embezzlement, 

anti-money laundering as well as asset stripping. We are 

often asked to act for organisations that have identified 

incidents of fraud or misconduct performed by directors, 

employees, or customers. Our depth of understanding 

in the region enables us to resolve challenges related to 

all aspects of fraud in the UAE as well as internationally

through our network of specialist lawyers. Our Corporate 

Fraud practice is active in protecting our clients and 

their businesses, and minimising any adversary effect 

from any wrongdoing.

Insurance

Our insurance practice acts for a number of leading 

insurance firms, reinsurers, underwriters and brokers 

across the GCC. We have strong track record in 

generating positive outcomes for our clients, and in 

particular from the Insurance Authority and Insurance 

Dispute Resolution Committee. We handle a broad 

range of insurance related disputes arising from all 

insurance products such as liability insurance (including 

professional indemnity insurance, medical malpractice 

insurance), engineering insurance ( including contractors’ 

all risks/erection all risk), oil and gas insurance, and 

marine & aviation insurance. We supplement our 

insurance services with advisory consultancy, which 

includes the interpretation and drafting of commercial 

insurance policies. This draws benefit from our practical 

experience of understanding how disputes are resolved 

in court.

Intellectual Property

Our IP services include, registration, renewal, amendments, 

licensing, patent protection, trademarks, copyright, 

portfolio management, litigation and enforcement of rights. 

Our thorough pre-filing service ensures the availability of 

trademarks for registration purposes, providing an expertly 

organised start to the process. We are experienced in 

handling dispute matters from relatively straightforward 

copyright and design violations to large scale, complex 

trademark infringement and passing off disputes.

Islamic Finance

We have an extensive understanding and rooted history 

in dealing with Islamic finance products and Islamic 

Banking related matters. We are fortunate to maintain 

an established Islamic finance network across the 

GCC. We are not new-commers, and we are proud of 

our entrenched relationships with some of the region’s 

leading banks in Islamic finance. We deal with a 

spectrum of Islamic finance matters that range from non-

contentious advisory, transactional and consultation, to 

extensive litigation. Our expertise includes Musharakah, 

Mudarabah, Murabaha, Ijarah, Investment Instruments, 

Islamic Insurance and reinsurance, letter of credit and 

all forms of Islamic financing. Our experienced team 

also advises on general banking facilities, including 

the handling of defaulted loans, debts and unstable 

financial conditions. Our lawyers are Certified Shari’ah 

Advisors and have attained Auditor fellowships (CSAA) 

of Accounting and Auditing Organization for Islamic 

Financial Institutions (AAOIFI), guaranteeing our clients 

the best international standards.

Real Estate

Our real estate practice is well versed in advising both

commercial and residential tenants and landlords, 

purchasers, major contractors and multinational developers. 

Our depth of understanding in all real estate matters is 

further supported through our partnership with the Dubai 

Land Department (as of March 2020). Our lawyers frequently 

represent clients before the Real Estate Regulatory Agency 

(RERA), as well as arbitration tribunals and regional courts. 

Our practice group possesses both the flexibility and 

commitment needed to work closely with consultants, 

contractors and other professional advisors to achieve 

positive results for our clients.

Litigation

Al Suwaidi & Company has one of the best known 

and most successful litigation practices in the UAE 

consisting of leading international lawyers with expertise 

in managing large-scale and complex litigation cases 

and incorporating multi-jurisdictional issues. The firm 

represents multifarious clients including government or 

semi-governmental entities/instrumentalities, corporate, 

partners private, individual (i.e. national and international) 

on both the claimant and defendant sides in all courts 

across the UAE, including the DIFC, ICSID Panel of 

Arbitration and Court of Cassation. Al Suwaidi & Company 

specialises in high volume and complex litigation. The firm 

is adept at handling urgent applications and injunctions, 

ensuring that cases are dealt with in a controlled and 

cost-effective way.
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